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HomeKit Sensor Setup
Guide
Make your Tesla work with your smart home: Apple Home, Alexa and

Google Home. For Model Y and Model 3 owners. Steps checked

against official docs, October 2026.
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Sensors & Safety: Apple Home guide
Sensors trigger automations without anyone tapping anything: motion turns on lights, contacts

report doors, leak sensors raise the alarm.

How to choose

Motion sensors: check the detection range and indoor or outdoor rating.

Contact sensors work on doors, windows and garage doors.

Leak detectors with a sensing cable cover more floor near water heaters.

Top picks

Eve Motion (Matter)

Check price on Amazon

Eve Door & Window (Matter)

Check price on Amazon

Eve Water Guard

Check price on Amazon

Apple Home setup, step by step

1. In the Home app, tap the Add (+) button, then tap Add Accessory.

2. Scan the QR code or enter the 8-digit Apple Home code (Matter devices use an 11- or 21-

digit code), or hold your iPhone near the accessory.

3. If the device was already paired to another Matter app, tap More options and select it.

4. When asked to add the accessory to your network, tap Allow. Assign a room and a name

(Siri uses this name), then tap Continue and Done.

5. Home app > Add (+) > Add Automation > A Sensor Detects Something, pick the sensor, then

choose what reacts.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BZJLJZRM?tag=teslahomekit2-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BZSY26WP?tag=teslahomekit2-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09TB72Z5N?tag=teslahomekit2-20


Tesla tie-ins

A motion sensor in the garage turns on lights when you step out of the car.

A contact sensor on the garage door can notify you if it's left open after the car leaves.

Real-world examples

Summarized in our own words. Links go to the original posts.

A garage owner sets the Eve Motion duration to 5 minutes in the Eve app. One automation

turns the lights on when motion is detected, and another turns them off when it clears, so

walking back and forth doesn't flicker the lights.

Source: r/HomeKit thread Eve Motion (Matter) on Amazon

Users say two separate automations (detects motion and stops detecting) plus the Eve

duration setting work more smoothly than a single timer.

Source: r/HomeKit thread Eve Motion (Matter) on Amazon

A HomeKit blog explains why the Home app's "Turn Off After" must be longer than the

sensor's own duration.

Source: Linkd Home blog

YouTuber Shane Whatley shows how to convert a Home automation into a shortcut to add

logic, such as conditions on light level or time.

Source: Shane Whatley (YouTube)

https://www.reddit.com/r/HomeKit/comments/yxa67s/eve_motion_automation_help/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BZJLJZRM?tag=teslahomekit2-20
https://www.reddit.com/r/HomeKit/comments/1cf3ayz/eve_motion_sensor_to_automate_light/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BZJLJZRM?tag=teslahomekit2-20
https://linkdhome.com/articles/2017/5/15/turn-off-lights-with-elgato-eve-motion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6DX_NhMyWY


Bonus: Shortcuts recipes

Verification note: Tesla action names (Precondition Vehicle (some app versions show it as

"Start Preconditioning"), Set Temperature, Defrost, Lock/Unlock, Open Frunk, Open/Close

Rear Trunk, Set Charge Limit, Sentry Mode, Dog Mode) come from the Tesla app 4.24

Shortcuts list as reported by MacRumors. Tesla's Owner's Manual doesn't publish the exact

names, so check the "Tesla" section in your Shortcuts app. Apple names (Control Home, Get

Current Weather, If, Wait, Show Notification, and the triggers) match Apple's Shortcuts docs.

1. Warm Up Tesla

Trigger: Siri / Home Screen (regular shortcut)

Actions

1. Tesla: Precondition Vehicle: On, Vehicle: your car

2. Tesla: Set Temperature: 70 °F

3. Show Notification: "Cabin warming"

Run without asking: Regular shortcuts run when you tap them or ask Siri.

Tip: Say "Hey Siri, Warm Up Tesla".



2. Cold Morning Pre-Heat

Trigger: Personal automation: Time of Day, 7:00 AM, Weekdays

Actions

1. Get Current Weather: Current Location

2. Get Details of Weather Conditions: Temperature

3. If: Temperature is less than 40

4. Tesla: Precondition Vehicle: On

5. Tesla: Defrost: On

6. End If

Run without asking: Time of Day can run without asking: turn off Ask Before Running.

Tip: Pair with Scheduled Precondition for regular commutes.

3. Arrive Home: Garage

Trigger: Personal automation: Arrive, Home

Actions

1. Control Home: Set Scenes and Accessories, Garage Door: Open

2. Control Home: Garage and Porch Lights: On

Run without asking: Arrive automations have a Run Immediately option (iOS 17+). Garage

doors may still ask for confirmation.

Tip: Or build it as a Home app "People Arrive" automation for the whole household.



4. Leave Home: Lock Up

Trigger: Personal automation: Leave, Home

Actions

1. Tesla: Lock

2. Control Home: Garage Door: Closed

3. Control Home: Scene "Away"

Run without asking: Use Run Immediately (iOS 17+).

Tip: Needs a home hub to control accessories remotely.

5. CarPlay Connected: Leaving Lights

Trigger: Personal automation: CarPlay, Connects

Actions

1. Control Home: Driveway Lights: On

2. Wait: 300 seconds

3. Control Home: Driveway Lights: Off

Run without asking: CarPlay automations can run without asking.

Tip: Limit it to evenings with an If on Current Date (optional).



6. CarPlay Disconnected: Plug-In Reminder

Trigger: Personal automation: CarPlay, Disconnects

Actions

1. Show Notification: "Plug in the car?"

Run without asking: CarPlay automations can run without asking.

Tip: If your car doesn't use CarPlay, use Bluetooth > your Tesla > Disconnects (Run

Immediately on iOS 17+).

7. Groceries: Open Trunk

Trigger: Siri / Back Tap / Action button

Actions

1. Tesla: Open/Close Rear Trunk: Vehicle: your car

Run without asking: Runs when triggered.

Tip: Assign it to Back Tap: Settings > Accessibility > Touch > Back Tap.



8. Garage NFC Tag: Good Night

Trigger: Personal automation: NFC (scan a tag by the garage door)

Actions

1. Tesla: Lock

2. Tesla: Sentry Mode: On

3. Control Home: Garage Door: Closed

4. Control Home: Scene "Good Night"

Run without asking: NFC automations can run without asking.

Tip: Stick the NFC tag at hand height by the door into the house.

9. Off-Peak Charge Limit

Trigger: Personal automation: Time of Day, Sunday 8:00 PM

Actions

1. Tesla: Set Charge Limit: 80%

2. Show Notification: "Charge limit set to 80%"

Run without asking: Time of Day can run without asking.

Tip: Before road trips, make a matching "Trip Mode" shortcut that sets 100%.



10. Pet Safe Stop

Trigger: Siri / Home Screen

Actions

1. Tesla: Dog Mode: On

2. Show Notification: "Dog Mode on"

Run without asking: Runs when triggered.

Tip: Always check the cabin temperature in the Tesla app before leaving a pet.

Sources: https://support.apple.com/en-us/102313 · https://support.apple.com/en-us/104998 ·

https://support.apple.com/en-us/102135 · https://support.apple.com/guide/shortcuts/enable-or-disable-a-

personal-automation-apd602971e63/ios · https://support.apple.com/guide/iphone/unlock-door-a-home-key-

iphone-apple-watch-iph0dc255875/ios · https://support.apple.com/guide/icloud/icloud-homekit-secure-

video-mme054c72692/icloud · https://www.tesla.com/ownersmanual/modely/en_us/GUID-F6E2CD5E-F226-

4167-AC48-BD021D1FFDAB.html · https://www.tesla.com/ownersmanual/modely/en_us/GUID-76995CEC-

6402-4BFF-99FA-CEFA36E64A19.html · https://support.apple.com/en-us/111098 ·

https://help.tessie.com/article/27-use-alexa-tesla · https://help.tessie.com/article/57-create-an-alexa-routine ·

https://help.tessie.com/article/29-use-google-home-assistant-tesla · https://tessie.com/pricing ·

https://www.meross.com/en-gc/support/FAQ/206.html · https://www.home-

assistant.io/integrations/tesla_fleet/


